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Despite the windy, raining spring 
weather, a rough painting surface and 

scrambling to find time between school 
work and activities, a select group of  seniors 
managed to paint giant 
pieces of  art while 
preparing to graduate 
high school.  

Since 1991, a student 
or student-team has 
designed a mural for 
the walls of  each 
MasterLube location in 
Billings.  Once a design 
is selected, a team 
composed of  student 
artists, friends, parents 
and volunteers paint 
the pieces, which vary 
in size up to about 18 
feet tall.  

The idea behind 
each school painting a 
mural on a MasterLube 
location came about 
through the Grad Day 
fundraising event held each year in May 
to raise money towards the schools’ all-
night, alcohol-free graduation party.  This 
year marks the 20th year of  the parties, 
that provide a safe place for students to 
celebrate.  Each Billings high school and 
Laurel high school “adopts” one of  the five 
MasterLube locations during the event. 

Student artists often comment that while 
art has always been a big part of  their lives, 
they’ve never quite experienced anything 
like painting on the side of  a building.  
Some students have looked forward to the 
opportunity for years.  “I’ve wanted to do 
this since I was a freshman,” says Laura 
Wilson, the artist behind West High’s 2011 
mural.  

Each school has a different procedure 

for choosing its design.  Some schools hold 
internal contests among the art department 
students while others collaborate on ideas 
and work together as a team to create their 

project.  School teams also 
obtain paint donations 
and supplies from area 
businesses.  Pittsburgh 
Paints in Billings has 
been donating paint for 
a variety of  the locations 
for at least nine years.  
“We try to do what we 
can to help the kids in the 
community,” says owner 
Pam Kuntz, “We believe 
that the kids are the 
future of  the community 
and it’s such a fun thing 
to be involved in.”

As the years went by, 
Craig Godfrey, president 
of  MasterLube, realized 
that the student’s 

artwork was so excellent 
that he wanted to find a 

way to showcase the projects to more of  
the community.  “Sometimes it seemed like 
people in the Heights might not make it to 
the West End and vice versa,” 
he explained, “I felt like there 
was just so much talent that we 
needed to find a way for more 
people to see it.”  

Starting in 2007, Godfrey 
decided to incorporate a 
contest element to the painting 
projects called “The War of  
the Walls.”  “It’s just a fun way 
to show the community all the 
designs,” he says.  Art fans can 
log-on to www.ktvq.com until 
noon on May 13 vote for their 
favorite mural.  The winner 

is announced that afternoon and awarded 
bragging rights and a traveling trophy.  

People can also view the paintings during 
the Grad Day fundraising event on May 
14 from 7am to 6pm at each MasterLube 
location. The murals will stay in place 
through the year until next spring when 
artists from the class of  2012 add another 
coat of  paint on the walls.

Winner of  the War of  the Walls Competition 
wins bragging rights and a traveling trophy. 

Central High students start work on their mural

Senior High artist Synneva Collett works 
on her mural with her brothers



SKYVIEW ARTIST TAKES FLIGHT
Student Artist Finds Inspiration All Around

The image of  a falcon coming to life and 
taking flight is one that could easily 

represent any graduating senior as they journey 
forward into the 
future.  But for 
Skyview High’s 
student artist 
Aubrey Larsen, 
it’s also an image 
that represents 
the process of  
art itself  taking 
shape.  “I just pick 
up a pencil and 
start drawing,” 
she explains. 
“Sometimes the 
artwork itself  may 
choose how it 
wants to look.”

Aubrey’s mural 
is a unique image 
of  a falcon 
emerging from bright blue paint drippings and 
accented in waves of  silver.  “I started drawing 
rough sketches of  falcons in different flying 
positions,” said 17 year-old Aubrey. “Once I 
had the right falcon, I started elaborating on 

the wings and expressions.  I thought that the 
dripping paint was a nice touch seeing as it is 
a mural.”  

Her family also helped her with design 
ideas and has been a major inspiration 
to her artwork as a whole. “My family 
has been my greatest influence. They 
encourage me to develop my talents 
and pursue my passions.”  She also 
has artists on both sides of  her family 
that she ascribes with giving her an 
“artist’s eye.”  “I notice small details 
and aspects of  the world that others 
may not notice.  Whenever I look at 
the mountains, a building or a flower, 
I look for the beauty in it.  Like the 
way the sun hits it at a 
certain angle or how 
in contrasts with other 
objects around it.”  
Aubrey, daughter of  
Don and Joan Larsen, 
also credits her art 

teachers and artists Thomas 
Kinkade and Jeff  Smith as 
influences for her artwork.

Aubrey’s love of  art started 
at an early age.  “When I was 

a little girl, I loved to illustrate my own story 
books.  In elementary school, I discovered that 
I was very good at art and I practiced sketching, 
drawing and painting with a variety of  tools and 
mediums.”  Her love of  art has never faded.

Aside from her artwork, Aubrey is very 
involved in her church, music classes and 
cross-country and is a member of  the National 
Honors Society.  She enjoys playing the oboe, 
traveling with family, listening to music, running 
and taking time out of  the day to stop and smell 
the roses.

This fall, Aubrey will continue her passion for 
art at BYU in Provo, Utah and major in visual 
arts.  She also plans to sketch and paint in her 
spare time.

ARTISTIC INFLUENCES FROM FAR OFF PLACES
Senior High Student Is a Worldly Traveler
Synneva Collett’s artistic endevors have 

always seemed to be a family affair.  And 
this   year, her mural for Senior High School at 
the MasterLube on Grand Ave. is no exception.  
Her brothers, Torstein and Kjetil, climbed 
ladders, wielded paint brushes and followed 
Synneva’s design carefully while they painted 
the mural alongside their sister.  All three of  the 
siblings autographed the finished piece.   

Synneva, daughter of  Gordon and Siv Collett 
of  Billings, wanted her mural to be an easily 
recognizable symbol of  her school.  “I wanted 
to do something simple that would still create an 
impression,” she explained. 

Ever since her very first art class, an oil painting 

class that she took with her 
mother, Synneva felt a spark 
for artistic expression.  She 
finds inspiration for artwork 
in just about everything.  
“My surroundings have had 
the most influence in my 
art,” she says. “Anything that 
I’m exposed to could create 
an idea.”   

Synneva’s “surroundings” 
are quite worldly.  Her 
passport easily has more 
stamps in it than most 17 
year olds.  She and her family 

visit Norway 
about every 
other year 
to visit 
family.  Her 
mother grew up in Norway and 
their family has strong roots to 
the country.  In fact, Synneva’s 
name is of  Norwegian origin 
and means “sun gift.”  She also 
plans on visiting Germany this 
summer.   

While many students 
struggle through their foreign 
language requirements for 
school, Synneva enjoys 
learning new languages as 
a hobby.  Up until she was 
six years old, Synneva spoke 
Norwegian exclusively.  She 
also speaks German and is 
learning some Japanese.  In 
fact, her love of  language 
is what prompted her to 
choose linguistics as her 
major when she attends 
BYU-Idaho starting in 
the fall.  She hopes to use 
her degree to do ancient 
translations.  

While studying at BYU-
Idaho is sure to keep Synneva 

quite busy this fall, she plans to continue her 
artwork as a hobby – mostly drawing and 
painting just for fun.  She also enjoys reading 
and music. 

The Billings Senior High School mural can be 
viewed at MasterLube’s Grand Ave location at 
1628 Grand Ave.



CENTRAL SALUTES DOWNTOWN
BCCHS Artist Adds Urban Flair to Design

LAUREL DEPICTS RAILROADING PRIDE
Students Find Time for Mural During Busy Year

Nick White sincerely believes that art is all 
about having fun.  So when he was chosen 

to represent Central Catholic High School with 
a mural at the downtown 
MasterLube, he designed 
his mural to be some-
thing he would enjoy 
painting.  Nick, son of  
Jason White and Kaycee 
Hodges, gathered ideas 
from his fellow seniors 
so he could get a more 
adequate representation 
of  the entire graduating 
class.  “I wanted the mu-
ral to have an urban feel 
to it since the school is 
downtown and basically 
in the center of  Billings,” 
he explained. “I got ideas 
from other seniors.  That 
way it wasn’t just what I 
wanted but what every-
one wanted.”  He even 
ended up expanding and 
modifying his design during the painting pro-
cess because of  the size of  the piece. 

Nick’s love for art began at an early age.  Both 

of  his grandfathers are artists; one was a de-
signer for Sunset magazine while the other has 
sold pieces of  his own paintings and sculptings.  

“They are amazing artists and 
I always wanted to be just like 
them,” says Nick.   

Even though Nick, 18, be-
lieves that his art, and most 
people’s artwork for that mat-
ter, is simply about having fun, 
he does plan to use his talents 
to pursue a career in a creative 
field.  He hopes to become a 
concept artist for mov-
ies, cartoons or video 
games.  He plans to 
take his general stud-
ies courses starting this 
fall at MSUB and then 
transfer to a school with 
a large art program.  

Although his journey 
to becoming a profes-
sional artist is just be-
ginning, he has already 

begun earning a profit for his talents.  He 
designs promotional products for one 
company and designs hats and collegiate 

mascot toys for another business.   
Aside from his creative endeavors, among 

Nick’s other passions is karate.  He currently 
ranks as a brown belt and is working towards 
achieving his black belt.  He also loves hunting 
around Phillipsburg, The Breaks, or Ennis.  “I 
just like to get outside and see God’s country.  
My greatest passion is elk hunting.”  Nick also is 
on the school’s cross-country team and partici-
pated in track for two of  his high school years.   

The Billings Central Catholic High School 
mural can be viewed at MasterLube’s downtown 
location at 2650 4th Ave North. 

Samantha Laber is a very busy person.  When 
she isn’t going to school, you can usually 

find Samantha at one of  her two part-time jobs.  
And during the short amount of  time in be-
tween work and school, she hangs out with her 
best friend Samantha Brent or indulges in her 
passion: art.   

Samantha, daughter of  Stuart and Barbara 
Laber of  Laurel, was chosen to represent Laurel 
High School with a mural at MasterLube’s Hand 
Car Wash in Billings.  Another Laurel High stu-
dent, Dewey Olson, 18, helped with the design 

and initial sketching of  the mu-
ral on the building.  The two 
chose to represent the school 
as “unstoppable.”  “The way 
we drew it,” explains Saman-
tha, “we wanted the train to 
look like it was bursting out of  
a brick wall.  The locomotives 
are unstoppable and that’s how 
we wanted to represent [our 
school].” 

Samantha, 17, says she en-
joys abstract art, 
particularly us-
ing acrylic paint.  
Since her favored 
style of  art is 
different from 
Dewey’s, the two 
combined their 
techniques to cre-
ate the final piece.   

Aside from her love of  art, Sa-
mantha also enjoys being around 
children and hopes to become an 
art teacher one day.  “I love kids 

and I love art,” she says.  
“I know I would enjoy 
[teaching].”  She plans to 
attend the MSUB College 
of  Technology this fall 
to focus on her general 
studies until she chooses 
a major.   

Dewey, son of  Birdie 
and James Olson of  Lau-
rel, also plans to continue 
his artwork after high 
school – but in a much 
different manner.  He 
plans to attend Montana 
State University in Boze-
man and study architec-
ture.   

Both students devel-
oped their artistic skills 
by taking classes at Laurel 
High School.   

The Laurel High School mural can be viewed 
at MasterLube’s Hand Car Wash at 750 Broad-
water Ave. in Billings. 
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CREATIVE TALENT ABOUND FROM CANVAS TO STAGE
West High Senior is an Artist of Many Forms

Laura Wilson isn’t a drama queen - though  	
 she probably wouldn’t mind being called 

one so long as it was a compliment to her act-
ing abilities in community and high school the-
ater.  Top that off  with being a 4-year member 
of  West’s Speech & Debate team and a partici-
pant in West High branch of  Amnesty Interna-
tional.  After such accomplishments, designing 
and painting a 10-foot tall mural may seem like 
a walk in the park. 

Laura, daughter of  Michael and Nancy Wilson 
of  Billings, was selected to represent West High 
with a mural at MasterLube’s King Ave location 
on Billings’ west-end.  She wanted to be sure to 
represent her graduating class specifically, so she 
chose to include a portion of  the class motto, 
“Forever Golden, Forever Bears” in the design.  
“I felt like it had a strong, classic message,” she 
explained.  She also knew she wanted something 

bold that would bring life to the piece, so she 
added a bright gold, roaring bear that bursts out 
from the gray brick 
background. 

Painting the mural 
was an exciting op-
portunity for Laura.  
“It’s something I 
wanted to do since I 
was a freshman,” she 
says. 

Artistic ability 
seems to run in the 
family for 18 year-old 
Laura.  Early on, she 
enjoyed coloring pic-
tures that her parents 
drew for her.  “My 
Grandpa Bob was a 

p a i n t e r 
and I’ve 
always been inspired knowing 
that I have that connection with 
him,” she says.  Everyone in her 
family is supportive of  her love 
of  art and Laura credits them and 
her art teachers, Mrs. Dolan, Mrs. 
Kerr and Ms. Levang as her inspi-
ration and encouragement.  “It’s 
an amazing thing knowing that 
you’re being taught by people that 
have a real love for art.” 

While she realized her passion for art at an 
early age, Laura also discovered an interest in 

photography while taking 
a class at the Career Center.  
She enjoys working in pho-
tography because she gets 
to work with people and, 
with new digital photogra-
phy more readily available, 
it’s sometimes easier to pres-
ent a final image the way you 
envision it by using computer 
technology.  She even took 
senior pictures for a couple 
of  her classmates. 

She plans to continue her 
passion by attending Mon-
tana State University in Boze-
man and studying art and/or 
photography in the fall and 
hopes to make a career in the 

artistic world.  “I can’t imagine my life without 
art in it,” she exclaims.  “It’s an integral part of  
who I am.”  

Outside of  her artistic world, Laura loves mu-
sic, books and watching cooking shows with her 
mom.  She also adores living in Montana and 
says she enjoys politics more than most teenag-
ers.  

The Billings West High School mural can be 
viewed at MasterLube’s King Ave location at 
2424 King Ave West.

VOTE
For Your Favorite Mural at www.ktvq.com

See More 
Snapshots 

from 
Grad Day 
2011 on 

Facebook!


